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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

DECEMBER 16, 2019 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2019-0620 
4509 CRESTWAY DRIVE 

PROPOSAL 
Demolish a ca. 1952 house. 
ARCHITECTURE 
One-story Ranch house clad in painted shingles and brick veneer. Its picture windows, cross-
gabled roof, and deep eaves with exposed rafter tails are typical of the Ranch style. It features 
a standing-seam metal roof and box columns at the shed-roofed covered entrance. 
RESEARCH 
The house was built between 1950 and 1952 by John G. and Ethel Barrow. John Graves 
Barrow was a missionary, a linguist, and a former librarian for the Library of Congress. His 
wife Ethel was the daughter of Congregationalist missionaries and was active with her 
husband in the Friends Services community of Austin. After his career as a scholar and 
emissary to the Far East, John G. Barrow returned to Austin to work in the successful family 
real estate and insurance brokerage business before retiring in the 1960s. After John Graves 
Barrow’s death in 1979, his son John Gulick Barrow, an artist, moved into the house with his 
wife Leah, where they remained until at least 1992. 
STAFF COMMENTS 
The windows and front door were replaced in 2012.  
Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark 
1) The building is more than 50 years old. 
2) The building appears to retain moderate integrity.  
3)  Properties must meet two historic designation criteria for landmark designation (LDC 
§25-2-352). 

a) Architecture. The house displays stylistic influences of the Ranch style. 
b) Historical association. The house does not appear to meet the criterion for significant 

historical association, though the Commission may choose to consider the Barrows’ 
contributions to Austin’s civic and business spheres.  

c) Archaeology. The house was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data 
concerning the human history or prehistory of the region. 

d) Community value. The house does not possess a unique location, physical 
characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, image, or 
cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular demographic group. 

e) Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed landscape 
with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive re-use, but release the permit upon completion of a 
City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting of photographs of all elevations, a 
dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for archiving at the Austin History Center. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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PROPERTY INFORMATION 
Photos 

 

 
Photos: Zillow.com 

Occupancy History 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center, December 2019 
1992 John G. and Leah Barrow, owners 

Artist 

1985-86 John G. and Leah Barrow, owners 
Artist 

1981 Ethel G. Barrow, owner 
Retired 

1977 John G. Barrow, owner 
Retired 

1973 John G. Barrow, owner 
Retired 

1968 John G. Barrow, owner 
Retired 

1965 John G. and Ethel G. Barrow, owners 
Retired 
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1963 John G. and Ethel G. Barrow, owners 

Barrow Company 

1960 John G. and Ethel G. Barrow, owners 
Barrow Company 

1957 John G. and Ethel G. Barrow, owners 
Barrow Company 

1955 John G. and Ethel G. Barrow, owners 
Barrow Company Real Estate & Insurance 

1952 John G. and Ethel G. Barrow, owners 
Student 
Barrow Company 

1949 Address not listed 

Biographical Information 

 
The Austin American Statesman; May 17, 1979 

 
The Austin American Statesman; Apr 17, 1979 
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The Austin Statesman; May 27, 1966 

 
The Austin Statesman; Apr 16, 1954 

Building Permits 
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Addition permit, 12-11-79 
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Sewer tap permit, 12-13-50 

 
Water tap permit, 12-13-50 


